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Agenskalns State Gymnasium

Riga, 2009

This is written for the student who lives in Wroclaw (Poland) and wants to go to Riga (Latvia). He has to know how much money he needs to go to Riga and back, including accommodation, meals, transport, excursions and some entertainment.


There are 2 chances how to get to Riga. The first is to go by bus – however there is no direct passage, which means at first you have to change buses in Lithuania. It would be very time consuming and tiring way. Also he has to sleep somewhere between 2 buses passages, which mean bigger expenses. That’s why I recommend the second chance – to go by airplane. Also expenses then will be smaller. 

Route of the Journey
At first the student needs to buy a return ticket Wroclow – Riga- Wroclow. He can go to the airport by bus (number 67) or call a taxi. Going by bus is cheaper. The first flight is Wroclav – Varszava (50 min), the second is Wroclav – Varszava (55 min) by company “LOT Polish Airlines”. There are no direct flights from Wroclav to Riga.

 
The prices of hotels in Riga are different (90 – 200 EUR). It depends where you want to live- in the centre of the city or suburb. If you want to live in the most beautiful part of the city in old town, you can choose “Kolonna Hotel Riga” in Valnu street, which costs 130 EUR for 2 nights with breakfast.


(“Kolonna hotel Riga”)
Excursions
First of all the tourist must visit the old Riga. From Doma Square and church to Bastejkalns and the Monument of Freedom. The best route would be strarting from Bastejkalns – Powder Tour – Torņa street - Zviedru gate - Trokšņu street - Aldaru street - Mazā Trokšņu street - Parlament - Mazā pils street – Herdera Square – Pasta street- Doma Square – Jauniela – Krāmu street – Kaļķu street – Town Hall Square – The House of Blackheads – Kungu street – Mārstaļu street – Minsterejas street – Peitavas street Alksnāju street – Kalēju street – Alberta square – Vecpilsētas street – Audēju street – Skārņu street – Amatu street – Līvu square – Riharda Vāgnera street - Monument of Freedom – Canal park – Vērmaņa Garden. There are no entrance fees in this route.

 Close to the centre of the city is Antonijas and Elizabetes street, they must be visited because of their Art Nouveau  architecture. It could be enough for the first day.
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On the second day you could go shopping, there are many malls and small boutiques. The mall Spice is the most interesting and has the best assortment.Cheapest way to get to the mall is by bus no 22 which goes to the airport. The ticket costs 40 santims.

If you don’t want to go to the mall you can take a walk along  central streets of Riga - Kr. Barona street, Brīvības street, Lāčplēša street (which cross the  Kr. Barona street).  Riga’s centre isn’t so big that you need to waste a lot of money on public transport.

You can go to Jurmala on the third day. It is located 25 km from Riga. If you like, you can go by bycicle there, it takes 45 minutes. You can also use the train, you have to get out at the station ‘’Dzintari’’ and it costs 50 santims. The price depends on the distance. Jurmala is a beautiful resort city with interesting architecture and wonderful beach. 

The main street is Jomas street. 

You can go to the ‘’Līvu’’ aquapark, which is located near Lielupe. Tickets for 14- year- olds cost 10,40 Ls  and for 15- year- olds it is 13,50 Ls.
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If  the student spends more than 3 days in Riga then he can go sightseeing to Agenskalns, Arkadiju parks or go to Sigulda and  enjoy the beautiful nature. Also the train ticket to Sigulda costs about 1 Ls , including some other activities  you need about 10 Ls a day.

In that way you can see Riga in less than 5 days. 
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Addresses of popular cafes and restaurants
In Riga is wide assortment of restaurants, cafes and pubs. Possibly it would be hard to choose, but I can recommend some of the cafes, so you wouldn’t be disappointed.

Let’s start with “Gan bei” – it’s an Asian food café. The prices are average and food is very tasty – many sorts of sushi. “Gan bei” are located in malls – “Spice” (Lielirbes street 29a), “Mols” (Krasta street 46), “Origo” (Stacijas square 2), “Domina” (Ieriku street 3), “Alfa” (Brivibas street 372).

Very special café is “V. Kuze” – many variations of coffee and cocktails, interesting design and many kind of chocolate in Jekaba street 20/22.

“NEO” is an interesting place too, it’s located in Stacijas Square 2, Clock Tower, various menu and beautiful view to Riga. 

Tasty and various coffees you can enjoy in “Double coffee”, they are  located in different  places of  Riga, every shopping mall.

Interesting tea drinking traditions you can enjoy in “Apsara” tea houses – there on the second floor people can sit on pillows.
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Great dinner you can enjoy in “A.l.l. cappuccino” – it is located in Antonijas street 11, Kr. Barona street 30, Audeju street 16 (Gallery centre). There are a lot of cocktails and coffees. 
Expenses
I calculated all the expenses and converted the results into Lats. I used the EUR and Pln Exchange rate of the Latvian Bank’s  24.04.2008 standards, accordingly 0,702804 and 0,206000.

   
Return ticket for plane - 255LVL


Bus ride from Riga airport to the centre of Riga- 0,40 LVL

Living Expenses:

Hotel for 4 nights- 182 LVL

Lunch (20 LVL per day)- 80 LVL

Entertainment:


Getting to supermarket ‘’Spice’’- 0.80 LVL


Train ticket to Jurmala- 1,00 LVL


Bicycle rent- 10-50 LVL


Ticket to ‘’Līvu’’ aquapark- 13,50 LVL


Train ticket to Sigulda- 10 LVL


The map of Riga- 5 LVL

Total - 563,7 LVL
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